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Principal’s Message
HOW TO CONTACT US

Wow! Did September go by as fast for you as it did for me?
Office: 780-483-6476
Fax: 780-487-8992
Email:
MeadowlarkChristian@epsb.ca

Thank you MCS Families for making sure the transition from summer to school
year was smooth. You getting your kids up every school day, ready to come and
learn makes our jobs so much easier.
I think David says it very well in Psalm 118:24

Mail:

“This is the day that the Lord had made. We will rejoice and be glad in it.”

9825 - 158 Street,
Edmonton, AB
T5P 2X4
School Website:
http://www.k-9christian.com/

I have now had a full 5 months at MCS (counting last spring) and with that I have
been able to ask questions and make observations. One observation that I would
like to highlight this month is something I see every morning and afternoon.
Morning drop off and afternoon pick up.
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First, I would like to acknowledge the patience demonstrated by our neighbors
every morning. As they try to get on with their day, they have to navigate
increased traffic flow that sometimes makes their own morning commute hectic
before it even begins. If you could be mindful of the driveways directly across the
street from the playground and avoid blocking them as you stop to drop off your
children, I am certain our neighbors would appreciate that.
If dropping your children off on either side of the front street continues to be
necessity, I would like you to consider this question:


What if we couldn’t jaywalk?”



How would your children get across the street?

I understand that this is not a new concern, but one that has
been brought up many times before. The vast majority of
you are aware of previously established routines and drop
off locations for your children. If you are a new to the MCS
family or need a quick reminder, the map is here →

Moving into the building, I would like to highlight, briefly,
some of the work that the teachers have engaged in this
year. Teachers from Kindergarten through to Grade 9 are
working on aligning how they teach writing. The goal is to
have instructional strategies and vocabulary that is aligned
as your child moves from one grade to the next. The
language and strategies teachers use will not be identical
between grades, as higher grades will need to be more
complex, but teachers will use consistent language and
instructional strategies that build upon each other as
students progress through the grade levels.
In addition to writing instruction, teacher are working to
develop shared background knowledge around reading,
specifically the Five Pillars of Reading:
1. Phonemic Awareness (the sounds in spoken
words)
2. Phonological awareness (the sounds in written
words),
3. Fluency (the ability to read text quickly, accurately and with expression),
4. Vocabulary (the meaning of words), and
5. Reading Comprehension (the meaning of a written passage of text).
During the last week of September every student at MCS was given 3 reading screeners, which are quick
and easy assessments that give us information about these pillars: Phonological Awareness, Fluency, and
Reading Comprehension. These assessments will give us a benchmark or starting point to give our teachers
feedback on how students are progressing on these three areas of reading. These screeners will
be administered again in January and May.
These pieces are just two of the actions your child’s teachers are engaged in this year to make sure all students at Meadowlark Christian School are successful.
A couple of important dates worth noting this month:
1. October 20, 2017 - Interim Reports released
2. October 24 & 25 - Parent teacher interviews (3:45-7:45)
Scott Markine
Principal

Student Safety
In our ongoing efforts to keep all of our students safe, we remind parents and students that there is no
supervision provided before 8:30 am or after 3:37 pm. Students who are not picked up after school
will need to wait in the main office area until they are signed out by their parents.

SchoolZone
SchoolZone is the delivery method of choice for providing school
information to parents and students. Access to Transportation route changes monthly newsletters, Provincial Achievement test results, HLAT results, IPP’s, Interim reports, Progress reports, school news, and homework are some of the
many things available for viewing through SchoolZone.
Online payment is now available through SchoolZone for field trip and bus pass fees.
If you experience problems logging on to SchoolZone, please contact Susan in the school office, for assistance.

Field Trip Fees
Bill 1 does not effect how a school charges for field trips. At the office level we use a District software program
called FMS (Fee Management System). This program tracks the fees for each student to ensure that the fees collected from a student are utilized for that student. If a student does not attend a trip or participate in the activity, the
fee will not be taken out of their field trip fee account. A reconciliation of each child’s field trip fee account will be
provided to parents at the end of each school year and any outstanding balances will be returned to the parent.
 Elementary - Based on trips that have traditionally occurred, we calculated that a field trip fee of $100/per student will cover the costs of field trips for this year for the students in grades 1-6. Please make out your
cheques to Meadowlark Christian School. These cheques will be due by Thursday, October 27. These fees
may now be paid through SchoolZone
 Junior High - Due to the nature and variety of field trips that Division 3 students participate in, Junior High students will pay for field trips on a per trip basis. The amount for each individual field trip will be indicated on the
field trip consent form.

Cookie Dough Fundraiser
As you know, this year we sold cookie dough and muffins as our fundraiser for grades 1 to 9. The students
sold boxes of pre-formed and packaged cookie dough. The fundraiser was a huge success as we sold 2000
boxes of cookie dough and made over $13,000 for our school!
Delivery Date The last step of this fundraiser is to actually deliver the product to
those who purchased the cookies. The cookie delivery date to the school will be:
Thursday, October 19th
We are expecting delivery around 9:30 am so that we can have all of the boxes
sorted and ready to go by dismissal at 2:20pm. If your child sold any boxes of
cookies they will need to be picked up at the school on this date. Please do not
request early pick up on that day as we will need the time to organize the 2000+
boxes.
We need volunteers to help sort the boxes of cookie dough on the delivery day (Oct. 19th). Please contact
me if you can help with the final leg of this project.
Thanks again to all of those who worked so hard to make this fundraiser a success.
Mr. Regehr
If you have any questions please contact me at darrell.regehr@epsb.ca or phone 780-483-6476.

Hot Lunch
The next hot lunch will be
Subway on October 27.

Pull-Tab Project for Children with Diabetes
The Pull-Tab project is sponsored by the Lion’s Club who convert the tabs collected into dollars which are
managed by the Pediatric Diabetes Education Centre at the Stollery Children’s Health Centre. By pulling the
tabs, you can help a parent buy life-sustaining diabetes equipment and supplies for their child. Daily blood
sugar testing and insulin injections will cost at least $3400 every year for life. Yet if children have the tools
they need to manage their diabetes and to stay healthy, they can avoid the terrible side effects of diabetes.
Also, by pulling the tabs, you can help send a child to diabetes camp. Many children with diabetes feel alone.
Many feel that no one understands what it’s like to live with diabetes. Can you imagine poking your finger to
check your blood at least four times every single day forever? Can you imagine having to take at least two
insulin injections every day? Can you imagine always having to eat only the right kind of food, only the right
amount of food, and only at the same times every day? Can you imagine being the only one in your family,
school, neighborhood or community who has to live like this? Would you like to help a child with diabetes
spend just a few days every summer feeling “just like a regular kid”? At camp, all the kids are doing finger
pokes and insulin injections and following a meal plan. At camp, the child with diabetes is not alone and
someone does understand completely.
Meadowlark Christian School has collections bins for these tabs. So keep those pop can tabs coming! These
tabs, though insignificant in small amounts, become a lifeline to a child when collected in large amounts. The
tabs help those families that are not able to cope with the costs that Type 1 Diabetic care has, enabling a
child to have the tools necessary to survive this disease.
Thank you for your contributions, Corrine Timmer

PARKING AND TRAFFIC
Streets around our school are often very congested during morning drop-off and afternoon pick-up. To help
keep our students safe, we need you to do your part by slowing down and following traffic safety laws.
30 km/h school zones
A lower speed limit in school zones is in effect in Edmonton. You must slow down to 30km/h around schools
between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. on school days where signs are present.
Speed limits will be strictly enforced by both the Edmonton Police Service and the City of Edmonton’s Office
of Traffic Safety during posted hours.
General safety reminders
 Remain courteous and patient
 Drive slowly and watch for students crossing the road
 Abide all traffic signs and laws
 Use designated crosswalks
 Respect school staff and volunteers assisting with drop-off and pick-up
 Park further away from the school and walk the rest of the way
 Use Edmonton Transit or other ways to get to school (walk, ride a bike or roll!)
For information about getting to school, visit epsb.ca/schools/gettoschool.
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Important Dates to Mark on Your Calendars
November 2 - Picture retake day
November 9 & 10 - Board Approved Non-instructional days - no school
November 13 - Day-in-lieu - no school
November 20 - School council meeting—7 pm
November 24 - Hot lunch - Mary Browns
November 24 - Progress report #1
November 27 - PD day - no school
December 14 - Christmas concert - 7 pm
December 15—Hot lunch - Pizza 73
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