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January 2014 

Dear Parents, 

 
Welcome back from what I hope was a blessed Christmas season for each of you!  
The start of a new year in my mind is much like the start of a new school year.  
Everyone is excited about the upcoming year, wondering what will be in store for 
us, looking forward to change, setting short and long term goals and perhaps 
resolving to do something different or new.  For most people who do commit 
themselves to a “new year’s resolution”, the data for those who actually stick to it 
and maintain their plan for more than a couple of months is statistically very low. 
Not so at Meadowlark Christian… the constant resolve of the staff and community 
at MCS to provide a learning environment that is focused on student Learning 
and academic success, while Living our lives in Christ, Leading in service to 
others and Loving with strength of character is not new, nor is it something that 
will pass by the wayside in a short amount of time.  It is our ongoing commitment 
and resolution that doesn’t change from year to year.  These four L’s continue to 
shape and guide the culture of this very special school environment.  I invite you 
to participate in two upcoming events, which will enhance this environment and 
add to our students’ positive experiences. 
 
A parent prayer group will soon be meeting regularly and further detailed 
information with specifics can be found in this newsletter.  On February 6 and 7, 
the MCS Foundation and Meadowlark Christian School will be hosting a speaking 
group called AXIS, (www.axis.org).  The AXIS group is based in Colorado 
Springs, CO and have been repeat guest speakers at several Christian schools in 
the Edmonton area.  This highly recommended two day event for students in 
Grades 6-9, will also include a session for parents on Thursday February 6 at 7:00 
p.m. at the school.  The mission of AXIS is to help youth understand their beliefs 
and live their faith within the context of today’s culture and media influences. 
I hope that your year is off to a fantastic start! 
 
Darren Oskoboiny, Principal 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hot Lunch  

The next hot lunch is  
Extreme Pita on January 16 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2013 Income Tax Receipts 
2013 Income Tax receipts for Alternative Program Fees and all other  
donations will be issued by February 28, 2014.  
 
To insure that there is no delay in receiving your receipt, if you have 
changed your mailing address within the last 6 months, please confirm your 
address with the school office. If you have any questions regarding tax re-
ceipts please contact Sandra Di Cesare at the school (780) 483-6476 or 
Sandra.Dicesare@epsb.ca 
 
 
Indoor Track & Field 
Indoor Track and Field Season is here! Grade 4-9 are welcome to be part of 
the team. Registration meeting will be after school on Thursday, January 
9th in the Library.   Practices are on Tuesdays and Thursdays after school. 
Registration forms are available at the meeting, in the office and on School-
Zone. Any questions, please contact Coach Timmer at ctimmer@telus.net . 

 

 

Parents Praying Together 
As God leads you, please join us, (Kim Hathaway and Nicole Baart) Monday 
mornings at the corner of the playground at 8:50 a.m. to pray as we walk 
around the school.  
The first school-day Monday of every month, we will then meet in the confer-
ence room following our walk, from about 9 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. (Feb. 3; Mar 3; 
Apr 7: May 5; and June 2). 
Each month, we will also include in the newsletter a prayer from Scripture, a 
published prayer from various resources, and an idea for a prayer activity 
you can do with your children at home. ((See next page)  Please join us in 
these prayers as the Spirit prompts you.  More resources on prayer, for chil-
dren and adults, can be signed out from the library . 
Also, please help yourself to a prayer card, with verses to pray for your chil-
dren (one/family). These can be found in the conference room just to the left 
of the door. 
If you have any questions or comments, you can reach Kim or Nicole via 
email at white.sparrows@hotmail.com or contact Mr. Oskoboiny at the 
school. Thank you!  
 
 

Prayer from Scripture 
 

Psalm 65:1 – 8 (bold lettering mine, NIV) 
 

Praise awaits you, our God, in Zion; 
    to you our vows will be fulfilled. 

You who answer prayer, 
 to you all people will come. 

When we were overwhelmed by sins, 
    you forgave our transgressions. 

Blessed are those you choose 
    and bring near to live in your courts! 

We are filled with the good things of your house, 
    of your holy temple. 

 

mailto:ctimmer@telus.net


Prayer of the Month 
 
Lord, 
I pray for (name of child) to feel loved and accepted.  Penetrate his (her) heart with Your love right now and 
help him (her) to fully understand how far-reaching and complete it is.  Your Word says You loved us so 
much that You sent Your Son to die for us (John 3:16).  Deliver him (her) from any lies of the Enemy that 
may have been planted in his (her) mind to cause him (her) to doubt that.  Jesus said, “As the Father loved 
Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love” (John 15:9 – 10).  Lord, help (name of child) to abide in Your 
love.  May he (she) say as David did, “Cause me to hear Your loving kindness in the morning, for in You do I 
trust” (Psalm 143:8).  Manifest Your love to this child in a real way today and help him (her) to receive it. 
I pray also that You would help me to love this child unconditionally the way You do, and enable me to show 
it in a manner he (she) can perceive.  Reveal to me how I can demonstrate and model Your love to him (her) 
so that it will be clearly understood.  I pray that all my family members will love and accept him (her), and 
may he (she) find favor with other people as well.  With each day that he (she) grows in confidence of being 
loved and accepted, release in him (her) the capacity to easily communicate love to others.  Enable him (her) 
to reach out in love in a way that is appropriate.  As he (she) comes to fully understand the depth of your love 
for him (her) and receives it into his (her) soul, make him (her) a vessel through which Your love flows to oth-
ers. In Jesus’ name I pray. 
      The Power of a Praying Parent (page 51-52) 

 

 

 
Prayer Activity For the Month 
 
Are You there, God? 
 
I confess, I asked this one night. I knew the Bible verses, knew the answer, and still, the question ached in 
my heart and so I asked it. 
The next morning, having already buried my doubts, I began my day as usual, opened my journal and my 
Bible… then, when I stopped to look something up, I accidently touched my iPad and suddenly this word 
popped up from the dictionary. I’d never seen the word before, so, curious, I picked up the iPad to read what 
it said: “ubiquitous: existing or being everywhere at the same time: constantly encountered.”   
God had answered. 
 
It isn’t just our children who struggle with feeling loved and accepted, it’s us too. If He loves us, He’d answer 
our prayers.  Right? And so it seems all too often that He doesn’t answer, at least when or how we expect 
Him to, and it becomes easy to believe He must not love us, really.  Or maybe we wonder if He’s listening at 
all, or even there? Is it just me? 
 
But Ephesians 3:20 declares that He does more than we can ask or imagine.   
 
Spend this month looking for God’s answers, on purpose! 
 
Watch for God every day, every moment even.  Parents, when your little ones come home and you ask, 
“How was school today?” instead ask “How did you see God answer your prayers today?” Maybe He said, 
yes; maybe, no; maybe, wait; maybe, “ubiquitous!”  Watch how creative He can be.  Watch, even, how He’ll 
answer the prayers we were too afraid to pray and so tucked down deep within our hearts. 
 
And, for your activity, keep track.  Cut a slit out of an empty box and keep paper nearby to write His answers 
on. Decorate your box.  Or, keep a sheet of paper on the fridge and tally up when He answers your family’s 
prayers.  I pour a tablespoon of mustard seeds into a vase at home, so I can remember, and see how He in-
creases my faith. 
 
         Nicole Baart & Kim Hathaway 







January 

Important Dates to Mark on Your Calendars 
 
February7 - Interim report #2 
February 13 - Parent/Teacher Conferences (2:30-6:45 pm) 
February 17 - Family Day - no school 
February 26 - JH skiing @ Rabbit Hill 
February 27-28 - Teacher’s Convention - no school 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 
 
Classes  
resume 

7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 
 
Hot Lunch-
Extreme Pita 

17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 
 
PD Day - no 
school 

25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Christmas Break 


