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Dear Parents, 
Importance of Reading 

As with most schools, we are always focused on developing the literacy skills and levels of our 
students.  In other words, we are striving to help our students become more proficient readers and 
writers.  Being able to read is important, but if students don’t understand what they are reading, the 
reading process may become frustrating for them.  Teachers are constantly utilizing best practices to 
enhance the ability of our students to understand what they are reading.   
We invite you as parents to be part of this process by showing that you value reading as well.   I 
once read a quote that said, “Children are made readers on the laps of their parents.” (1994) ~ 
Emilie Buchwald  This quote speaks to the importance of a parent role model in the area of reading.   
The following is a list of ideas that parents may use to encourage and promote reading.  The list is 
an excerpt from “Tips for Parents About Reading” and it is published by the Northwest Regional 
Educational Laboratory’s Comprehensive Center, Region X and Curriculum and Instruction 
Services.  It is used with permission. 
Things to do: 
1. Look closely at how time is being used in your home if your child is not reading regularly or 
enough. Being a good reader at this age means doing lots of reading outside of school. 
2. Be clever about creating time for reading—allow a later bedtime or excuse children from a chore 
like washing dishes if they are reading. 
3. Discuss bits and pieces of books that you read with your child. Find out about what she is reading 
by asking nonthreatening questions like, “What’s happening in your book now?” or “What are the 
characters like in the book you are reading?” 
4. Play games like Scrabble, Spill and Spell, Scattergories, and Balder-dash together—they are fun 
and they reinforce reading skills. 
5. Limit television viewing to 14 hours a week. Gradually reducing TV time can increase time for 
reading. 
6. Make time for the library. Encourage your kids to find different types of books—nonfiction 
informational books, and poetry, history, travel, and cookbooks—at the library to increase awareness 
of topics and subjects. 
7. Encourage children this age to read to younger children and siblings. 
8. Give gifts that encourage reading and writing: reading lamps, magazine subscriptions, books, 
stationary, pens, and blank books. 
9. Agree with your child on the time and place for homework. Make sure your child knows this is a 
high priority. If there are problems staying focused on homework, start a study group, get a tutor, or 
make a plan. 
10. Be confident that it is worth the effort and your child’s complaints to do all it takes to help your 
child be successful in reading and writing. 
Thank you for being an active “partner in learning” in the education of your child. 
 
Sincerely, 

Mr. D. Sweeney 



Breakthrough Prayer  

Ministry 
We are a group of parents 
at Meadowlark Christian 
School who are members of 
Campus Crusade For Christ 
(Breakthrough Prayer  
Ministry), which is dedicated 
to encouraging and  
supporting schools through 
prayer.  Anyone is welcome 
to join us for prayer  
Tuesday mornings at 9:00,  
upstairs in the staff room, to 
pray for the students and 
staff.   

If you are interested in  
finding out more or have 
any prayer requests please 
give Carol Milner a call at 
780-470-3659 or email at 
milners@airsurfer.ca 

 

 

 

Get to know your Ward C 
Trustee, Christopher Spen-
cer:   

http://www.epsb.ca/trustees/
ctrustee.shtml  

 

 

Hot Lunch  

The next hot lunch is  
Boston Pizza on February 
27, 2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beginning in September 
2013, we are in need of a 
new Hot Lunch Coordinator.    
If you would be interested in 
filling this position, please 
contact the school office. 

SchoolZone 

SchoolZone has become the delivery method of choice for providing school  
information to parents and students.  Access to monthly newsletters,  
Provincial Achievement test results, HLAT results, IPP’s, Progress Reports,  
school news, and homework are some of the many things available for  
viewing through SchoolZone. 
 

Remember to check for: 
 the monthly school newsletter will only be available on SchoolZone.   
 Progress Reports will be posted to SchoolZone in the Student  
     Profile tab.  The first progress report will be posted on November               

23.  No paper copies will be printed. 
 Transportation route changes are posted to SchoolZone in the  
 Student Profile tab.  Parents of students whose route has changed 

will be notified via email indicating a change.  Information can then 
be  accessed through SchoolZone. 

 Provincial Achievement Test results. 
 
If you experience problems logging on to SchoolZone, please contact Susan  in 
the school office, for assistance. 
 
Cash Payments for School Fees 
If you are paying cash for any kind of school fee we request that you please 
submit the exact amount (including coins). We do not keep cash on hand in the 
school office so it is difficult to make change. Thank you. 
 
2012 Income Tax Receipts 
2012 Income Tax receipts for Alternative Program Fees and all other  
donations will be issued by February 28, 2013.  
 
To insure that there is no delay in receiving your receipt, if you have changed 
your mailing address within the last 6 months, please confirm your address with 
the school office. If you have any questions regarding tax receipts please con-
tact Sandra Di Cesare at the school.  
(780) 483-6476 or Sandra.Dicesare@epsb.ca 
 
Alberta Education Accountability Pillar 
As an annual check-up on the education system, the Accountability Pillar  
provides an opportunity for Alberta Education and school authorities to ensure 
that we’re equipping students for success. 
The Accountability Pillar uses a set of 16 indicators consisting of surveys of  
students, parents and teachers on various aspects of quality; student outcomes 
such as dropout and high school completion rates; and provincial assessments 
of student learning. 
From January to the end of February, Alberta Education will be conducting the 
annual Accountability Pillar Survey.  In January, parents of students in grades 4, 
7 and 10 will receive a survey from Alberta Education.   
In February, students in grades 4, 7 and 10 and all teachers will be completing 
their surveys online at school.   
All surveys are anonymous and ask questions about experiences with the 
school.  In addition to English and French, the parent survey is available in  
Chinese, Punjabi, Arabic, Blackfoot, Cree, Korean, Spanish and Tagalog.   
Your participation in the survey helps provide important information on the  
quality of education your child is receiving, so we encourage you to return your 
survey promptly. Survey results will be available to school authorities in May 
2013, and will be reported publicly as part of their 3-Year Education Plans and 
Annual Education Results Reports. 

mailto:milners@airsurfer.ca
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Metro’s Saturday Cool School classes start soon 
 
January 26, 2013 marks the start of Metro Continuing Education’s Saturday Cool School Term 2 
for elementary and junior high students. 
 
Cool School is a one-of-a-kind academic enrichment program designed to strengthen study skills, 
build lifelong learning strategies and improve grades. Courses include math, language arts and 
science. The program, based on provincial curricula, is taught by qualified instructors and is the 
District alternative to privately run companies. Cool School is offered at two sites: a north location 
at Londonderry School and a south location at D.S. MacKenzie School.  
Please click here for more information. 
 
Further information: Trina Empson, Assistant Principal, Academic Success Programs,  
   Metro Continuing, 780-917-8663. 
 
 

http://www.metrocontinuingeducation.ca/academic/
mailto:Trina.Empson@epsb.ca


















February 

Important Dates to Mark on Your Calendars  

  
 March 14 - Open House 6:30-8:00 pm 
 March 15 - Progress Report #2 posted to SchoolZone 
 March 21 - Hot Lunch Day - Dairy Queen 
 March 21 - Mexican Fiesta 
 March 23 - 31 - Spring Break - no school for students 
 April 1 - Easter Monday - no school for students 
 April 2 - classes resume 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 
Gr. 5 & 9 Im-
munizations 
Round 1 (p.m.) 
 
Grad Parent 
meeting 7 pm 

6 7 8 
 
Interim  
progress report 

9 

10 11 
 
Hot Lunch 
Order forms 
due 

12 13 14 
 
Parent/
Teacher  
conferences 
2:30 - 7 pm 

15 16 

17 18 

 
Family Day  
no school 

19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 
 
School Council 
meeting 7 pm 

26 27 28 March 1  

Teacher’s Convention  

 no school for students 


